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BY POLICE PROTECTION

[

Rosenthal's Murder Followed the Invasion

. of Rich Territory by " Shoestring
Gamblers of the East Side

Thexecords show that only a few police- | in the city rooms, decided to prevent all
. men have been in trouble for failure to|information from bLeing sent out from
| enforee the laws and for collecting bribes. the tracke. To accomplish this feat
! Alter the probe conducted by the Commit- | the Pinkertons were instructed to hold
tee of Fifteen Wardman Fdward Bissert | back the entries, weights, jockevs and
| received a five years sentence for accept- | results until a certain time. FKven the
| ing money from a woman on the Fast Side | newspapers were not allowed to wire
named lLena Schmidt. He served part of | press reports of the various events until
the sentence, when the verdict was re-|ten minutes after they had been run
versed. The Schmidt woman afterward | The poolroom men gave battle. They
admitted Biseert's innocence, {tried various waya to get the desired

Capt. Thomas Diamond algo was con- | information outside the tracks so that it
victed of allowing disorderly resorte to|could be telephoned to the city rooms.
do business in the Red Light district and  They even erected lofty towers and
' was fined $1,000, which he paid and was  stationed men with powerful telescopes,
promptly dismiesed from the force h_\'|butlhf~ vigilance of the racetrack detac-
Commissioner Murphy. lriven was too much for them and hun-

Inspector John D). Herlihy was twice | dreds of poolrooms wenl out pf business.

cames of chanee began to attract Honest Cop |

cn the big speculators wers pro- Schmittberger therefore won out inI

ta el L the police and that the gambling | #Pite of the fact that he was a confessed
1! unprotocted,  provided ma- bribe teker and had “squealed® on his |
vl b radds and prosecution puis. He had been mixed up in a gambling |
g g blors in those days feared pub- scandal, yet he became a boss policeman, |
nion. Consequently  they  con- led police purades and soon came to be
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ek thear alfairs quistly and s uarely, regarded as one of the most valuable
o0 that men of wealth folt themselves | Officers in the department. Because his

nparatively s

tried in General Sessions for the alleged |

This method prevailed up to the time

wire behind barred doors | dUties now appear to be of a clerical

vl darkened  windows,  High class (Dature the gamblers feel that Schmitt- |

Amiuels, 8O
ogsiness then, and to gain entrance to their
plices required more than a formal in-
troducti A patron had to be aquipped

h plenty of money, else e was politely
rodd to go away

o secure ovidenee against these places
ope fortines were won and lost on the

ol aocard was pronounced impossible
v the nolioe for the exeellent resson that
v tthey could not get inside. In

teme gambling, backed by #uch !

<t Lirley Reed, James Kelly, David
v, Lucien Appleby, Phil
arren, Peter De Lacy, Rich-
e Cantield, Gus Abell, Joe Doyle, Big
i hennedy, Sam Emery and Dave John-
s, was managed so well that pablie out-
s gpainst the evil were few,
in diseussing  those conditions
vran =oldiers of fortune will not deny
police partnership was  positively
oy It was in the form of an
greemnont with captains tokeepuniformed
paway from gambling houses, 1t was
runtil the Lexow investigation in 184
toatiezed buagsiness relations between
police and  lawbreakers were un-
kel At the time this legislative probe
eated in a tremendous sensation, yet
+ 1« 2 matter of record that, while many

voliee officials were implicated, convie- !
v ons wera comparatively few, and rein- |

statements by the courts of police officers
Hnissed a8 4 resull of the investigation
wore numerous.  No police official was
victed for proteciing gamblers

Inspoctor Max  Schinittherger was a'

star witness of the Lexow investigetion,
ross-exniamined by John W, Goff, now a
supreme Court Justics, and possibly ad-
sised by his wife to make a clesn breast
of it, Schmittherger unfolded poliee se-
rote  that fairly amazed the publie
.chmittberger, then a police captain, in

'cant.

In connection with Schmittherger's
| testimony it may be interesting to note
that about ten yeara later, or when the
committee of five made its investigation,
gambling houses were paying from $150

called, monopolized the Derger's actual police power is imsignifi- |

to $300 a month for protection. Now Jack |

Rose comes along and says that the big
gambling houses have been paying as
much as $3500 a month and the others
from 850 up.

Before the Lexow investigution was
concluded Supt. Byrnes testified that
he was worth fully $330.000 in real
estate, which he had accumulated through
investments made for him hy Commodore
Vanderbilt, Jay Gould and George Gould

Inspector W. W. MclLaughlin testified
that he had property worth 885,175 His
total salary from the time he was made a
sergeant was $26,100. McLaughlin's ex-
planation of his accumulation of property
to Inquisi.or Gofl was= that he had con-

ducted successful real estate transactions, |

that hia wife had been in buginess for
twenty wears and that she had made a
lot of money.

McLaughlin as a result of the probe
was indicted on a charge of extortion

namely that he had extorted $30 from a |

builder named Seagrist for allowing him

twice. The first time the jury disagreed,

but he was convicted the second time.'
He was thrown into the Torbs and dis- |

missed from the department.

cost the county about $30,000, while it
was aaid that McLaughlin paid out more
than that sum to lawyers to regain his
freedom. After taking charge of the

Detective Bureau he retired in 1807 at
]

to obstruct the streets. He was tried

The Court of Appeals reversed the con- |
viction and McLaughlin was reinstated !
and became a deputy chief. His trial!

| failure to suppress lawbreakers in the |that racing in this State ended in 1910.

nand of the old Tenderloin precinet,
nder 815,000 bail on the charge of
ne extorted $500 from Agent Forget
French steamship line. His name
cen mmentionsd in connection with
ipt trapsactions, so that his

nee on the witness stand caused |

i |
uttherger swore that he had paid |
cpector Walliams and  others per- |
ot ow of the blackmail eollected by |
! t biy m five of the six precincts
te bl been in command . Police

ner Martin was charged with
cdered him to protect wnhuul\

aderly house in the Twenty-
inet and with having trans-
hecatse he had made genuine

) violations of the excise law.
r Shechan was charged by

reer with baving tried to induece

1 a tirm of gamblers to open

the T'wenty-second precinet
it orders tothe contrary from |

res, Sehmittberger charged in [

b every captain levied bilack-
ded the spoils with the police |

d that promotions in the |

procured only by purchase

political influence, alleging |

s retanea that Martens's captainey,
i t general report, had  cost
hiy ' Schmittberger in outlining

st cobiveied  Gestidied  thet
cps panid $20 & month for pro-
drooms §200, and  gambling |
ame and that the rates for |

vs wore $10, $20 and $50, |
imony Schmittherger ob-'l

the time of the scandal in the Gould case. |

(apt, John T. Stephenson was the
first police official convicted after the
lexow investigation. He was convicted |
of extorting four baskets of peaches - '
therefore he hecame “Peuches" Stephen- |
son—from a Duane street fruit dealer |
who obstructed the sidewalk with his
wares, He was sentenced to three years
in prison, but the oonviotion was|
finally reversed. He was in Sing Sing
prison when his a ppeal succeeded.

Fddie Glennon, Big Bill Devery’'s ward-
man, who ruled the old Tenderloin, got |
into trouble several years ago. He was
generally supposed Lo be the collector
of blackmail from gamblers and other
violators of the law., He wus specifically '
charged with failing to suppresa Laura |
Mauret's resort in West Thirty-third
street, was convicted and sentenced to |
six months on Blackwell's Island. He |
wina dismissed by Commissioner (ireene, |
but after the Appellate Division had !

{confirmed the conviction the Court of |

Appeals reversed it, Glenuon again was |
tried and acquitted. :

When this trial took place Agent Whit-
ney, of the the Parkhurst society, an im-
portant witness, had disappeared. MoAu- ’
1iffe, husband of another material withess,
was found dead in Sizth avenus, but |
although there were those who believed '
he had been beaten to death, there was |
no evidaues (o prove it. Glennod did uot |
get as far as the doors of the penitentiary |
for he was released on a certificate of
reasonable doubt issued by Bupreme Court
Justice (now Mayor) Gaynor after his
first trial

. ! u -
Warching Returns in » Peol Room,

litod Light district, but in each case the | Then the poolrooms’ worst enemy went

jury disagreed. The indictment was dis-
missed and Herlihy was stripped of his
"uniform and shield. But Commissioner
(ireene reinstated hini and in 1009 he raided
Herman Rosenthal's place at 123 Second
avenue, Rosenthal being indicted. It
{ comt Herlihy $50,000 before he got through.

It can Le scen therefore that police offi-
cials have got into trouble more fre-
quently through failure to close disorderly
resorts than for allowing gambling houses
torun practically wide open. The many
prosecutions of the police have cost hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, while police
officera have had to pay enormous sums
to defend themselves succesafully.

It is a noteworthy fact that policemen
supposed to be rich have gone to the wall,
financially, after retirement and their
money has been said 1o have been lost in
the stock market. Thir point is worthy
of consideration in view of the repeated
amsertions that police wealth, accumu-
lated while on duty, has been attributed
to successful investments in Wall Street,
real estate and, a= Inspector Williams once
testified, “lots in Japan.”

The so-callal “System” was not a
smoothly running, well oiled machine
! until the advent of the Van Wyck ad-
! ministration with Bill Devery, pronounced
“the best chief of police New York ever
had,” at the head of the force. It was
brought out that thereafter police black-
mail hecame an organized business. The
| city was divided up into districts and the
| poolroom industry thrived on a huge
\scale, There is no question that 100 of
{ these rooms, in addition to many gambling
{ houses, paid tribute to a central body.

If you didn't pay the regulation pro-
| tection fee you were either arrested or
raided o often that you had to go out of
business,

For severaly ears the “System” pros-

pered without experiencing any great

out of business and the local beiting

' places began to open up all over town.

! According to the gamblers, this sudden
1urn of affairs created a fesling of intense
satisfaction among certain members of
the Police Department and the old col-
lections were resumed. The change
Ifrom organized and legalized betting
under proper control as provided for by
the Percy-Gray law to%he present condi-
tions was the beginning of the rise of
| the shoestring gamblers.

|  The Fast Side crapshooters with whom
‘the high class gamblers and bookmakers
| refused to associate first branched out
with klondike and other cheap forms of
gambling. Then they opened poolrooms
and hand books, inviting play from people
| with little money and young men who
either earmed small wages or refused 1o
work at all. ‘The gambling on the East
Side never exceeded the piker's limit
The dollar bettors predominated. The
police und politicians preyed on the
backers of these games without mercy.

Men who were willing to vote more than
once at election or were ready to “kill «a
guy” if they received enough money harl
to be taken care of. They declined 1o
work from one election day to another
and they made bold threats. BSo the
| keepers of poolrooms and the backers of
| klondike and stuss were notified that
| these gangsters, idlers aud crooks must
| be put on the payrolls.

When business was good the pay was
| 85 a day, but as the payrolls lengthened
this stipend was reduced to $3, and still
they came.
| “Either put these men on your pay roll
or close up,” was the peremptory order
| which had to be obeyed.

It wasn't long before these chean
gamblers found it impossible to e«
expenses. The payrolls and the gral
paid to polisicians and police ate up all

Intevior of amp0ld Time Jwell, Gambling House

]amunt of trouble. Complaints Mnt!u\n profits. There wae only one thing
to Police Headquarters were thrown into | left, crooked gambling.
the waste basket. Devery denied that' For a while money was plentiful, hus
' there was gambling of any kind and defled | the tolls increased, and then it was tha
the reform element to prove it. Still|the fittle gamblers heard of the golden
| the collections were made and it was said | fields uptown. Fourteenth street was in-
that meveral millions of dollars were | vaded by rival cliques. Herman Rosen
,divided before friction ended the great |thal headed one and “Beunsey” Kosen
cleanup. Ifeld Jed the other. Street fights and
Western gamblers, invited here by in- | bomb throwing followed. Several men
fluential politiclans, were admitted to were shot down. The police had to Jdo
the gambling cirole. Native sons who | something; so they raided promiscuously.

. |had been prospering under the rules of | Twenty-four hours after a raid the same

the “System* found that they could not  rooms would be running full hlast.
compete with the new bankrolls. Crooked ' Meanwhile the big fellows Honest
gamblers began to operate and soon there | John Kelly, Lou Ludlum, Max Blumen-
was turmoil. thal, Bob Davis, Billy Coe, Dave Bucklin,
{ Men who had been ruined by this com- | Billy Mackin, John Freeman, Mattic Cor
| petition began to talk. Bomeof themeven bett and others uptown looked on with
threatened to squeal, which would mean gpprehension. They kuew it wouldn't Le
impllcating politicians and police bosses. [ long before the Fast Side gang would be
Publio opinion asserted itself in due time invading the wacred precinet north of
and Devery had to go. ! Forty -second street.  But before that
i,  As a sample of the amount of graft  vusion was attempted tho small iry got
| collacted by the System, a well known g tip from somewhere that they woukln’
gambler once asserted fearlessly that one | be tolerated on Broadway or in its i
small district, the old Tenderloin, _Vlt“llvdi wedinte vicinity and that if thev dis
$10,000 & week, not entirely from gambling ' obeyed the order they would be “thicwa
but all sources of graft. With the fall into the jug.” HBut Rosenthal and Wel
of the Bystem there came no legislativein- ' her were permittand 1o open in Forty -ttt
| vestigation, probably because the Lexow  street to save the old guard
|and Mazet probings, the latter in 1809,  No the shoestiing gamblers went up o
had been praotically barren of results Harlem. lenox avenue at 116th =treet
In 1906 the poolroom industry was ' was a magnet for them.  Herman Rosen-
badly crippled, not because the police|thal opened u liise for rouletie, faiu
wouldn't allow the rooms to run but be-| bank and the ponies, while his rival
cause of the action of the Jockey Club in | “Beansey” Hosenfeld bhegan opera‘ions
vontrol of the big racetracks in the State close by. A bouih was exploded in tropt
of New York. The Jookey Club, alarmed ' : s =
uﬁomgumugonmom?; Continwed on FifiA Page
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